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Sx Mong the emirs and 
vifiers, the fons of 
valour and of wif- 
dom, that ftand at 
the corners of the 
Indian throne, to af- 
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AS W fift the counfels, or 
Conduét the wars of the potterity of 
Timur, the firft place was long held 
by Morad the fon of Hanuth. Mo- 
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rad having fignalized himfelf in 
many battles and fieges, was re- 
warded with the government of a 
province, from which the fame of 
his wifdom and moderation was 
wafted to the pinacles of Agra, by 
the prayers of thofe whom his ad- 
miniftration made happy. Theem- 
peror called him into his prefence, 
and gave inio his hand the keys of 
riches, and the fabre of command. 
The voice of Morad was heard 
from the cliffs of Taurus to the In- 
dian ocean; every tongue faul- 
tered in his prefence, and every eye 
was caft down before him. 

Morad lived many years in prof- 
perity; every day encreafed his 
wealth, and extended his influence. 
The fages repeated his maxims, the 
captains of thoufands waited his 
commands. Competition. withdrew 
into the cavern of envy, and dif- 
content trembled at her own mur- 
murs. But human greatnefs is fhort 
and tranfitory, as the odour of in- 
cenfe in the fire. The fun Bre 
weary of gilding the palaces of Mo- 
rad, the clouds of forrow gathered 
round his head, and the tempett of 
hatred roared about his dwelling. 

Morad faw ruin haftily approach- 
ing. The firft chat dorfook him 
were his poets ; their example was 


followed by all thofe whom he had 
rewarded for contributing to his 
pleafures ; and only a few, whofe 
virtue had entitied them to favour, 
were now to be feen in his hall or 
chambers. He felt his danger, and 
proftrated himfelf at the foot of 
thethrone. His accufers were con- 
fident and loud, his friends ftood 
contented with frigid neutrality, 
and the voice of truth was over- 
borne by clamour. He was divett- 
ed of his power, deprived of his 
oe pee and condemned to 
pais the reftof his life on his here- 
ditary eftate. 

Morad had been fo long accuf- 

tomed to crouds and bufinefs, fup- 
plicants and flattery, that he knew 
not how to fill up his hours in foli- 
tude; he faw with regret the fun 
rife to force a new day on his eye 
for which he had noufe; and en- 
vied the favage that wanders in the 
defart, becaufe he had no time va- 
cant from the calls of nature, but 
was always chafing his prey, or 
fleepingin hisden. : 
His difcontent in time vitiated 
his conftitution, and a flow difeafe 
feized upon him. He refufed phy- 
fic, negleéted exercife, and lay 
down on his couch peevifh and 
reftlefs, rather afraid to die than 
defirous to live. His domeftics for 
a time redoubled their affiduities ; 
but finding that no officioufnets 
could footh, nor exattnefs fatisfy, 
foon gave way to negligence and 
floth ; and he that once command- 
ed nations, often languilhed in his 
chamber without an attendant. 

In this melancholy ftate, he 
commanded meffengers to recall 
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his eldeft fon Abouzaid from the 
‘army. Abouzaid was alarmed at 


* the account of his father’s ficknefs, 


and hafted by long journies to his 
lace of refidence. Morad was yet 
iving, and felt his ftrength return 
at the embraces of his fon ; then 
commanding him to fit down at his 
bed fide, ‘ Abouzaid,’ fays he, * thy 
‘ father nas no more to hope or fear 
* from the inhabitants of the earth, 
‘ the coid hand of the angel of 
death is now upon him, and the 
voracious grave howls for his 
prey. Hear therefore the pre- 
cepts of antient experience, let 
net my laft inftructions iffue forth 
in vain. Thou haft feen me 
happy and calamitous, thou haft 
beheld my exaltation and my 
‘ fall. My power is in the hands 
‘of my enemies, my _ treafures 
‘ have rewarded my accufers; but 
my inheritance the clemency of 
the emperor has fpared, and my 
wifdom his anger could not take 
away. Caft thine eyes round 
thee, whatever thou beholdeit 
will in a few hours be thine ; 
apply thine ear to my dictates, 
and thefe poffeffions will promote 
thy happinefs, Afpire not to 
— honours, enter not the pa- 
aces Of kings; thy wealth will 
iet thee above infult, let thy mo- 
deration keep below envy. Con- 
tent thyfelf with private dignity, 
diffule thy riches among thy 
friends, let every day extend thy 
beneficence, and fuffer not thy 
heart to be at reft till thou art 
loved by all to whom thou art 
known. In the height of my 
power, | faid to defamation, who 
will hear thee ? and to artifice, 
what canft thou perform? But 
my fon, defpife not thou the ma- 
lice of the weakeft, remember 
that venom fupplies the want of 
* ftrength, and that the lion may 
* perifh by the puncture of an afp.’ 
Morad expired in a few hours. 
Abouzaid, after the months of 
mourning, determined to regulate 
his conduct by his father’s precepts, 
and cultivate the love of mankind 
by every art of kindnefs and en- 
dearment. He wifely confidered, 
that domeftic happinefs was firft to 
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The Hiftory of Abouxaid, the Son of Morad. 


be fecured, and that none have fo 
much power of doing good or hurt, 
as thofe who are prefent in the hour 
of negligence, hear the burits of 
thoughtlefs merriment, and obferve 
the ftarts of unguarded paffion. 
He therefore augmented the pay of 
all his attendants, and requited 
every exertion of uncommon dili- 
ence by fupernumerary gratuities. 

Thile he congratulated himfelf 
upon the fidelity and affeCtion of 
his family, he was in the night 
alarmed by robbers, who, being 
purfued and taken, declared that 
they had been admitted by one of 
his fervants; the fervant immedi- 
ately confefled, that he unbarred 
the door, becaufe another not more 
worthy of confidence was entrufted 
with the keys. 

Abouzaid was thus convinced 
that a dependent could not eafily 
be made a friend; and that while 
many were foliciting for the firft 
rank of favour, all thofe would be 
alienated whom he difappointed. 
He therefore refolved to aflociate 
with a few equal companions, fe- 
lected from among the chief men 
of the province. With thefe he 
lived happily for atime, till fami- 
liarity fet them free from reitraint, 
and every man thought himfelf at 
liberty to indulge his own caprice, 
and advance fis own opinions. 
They then difturbed each other 
with contrariety of inclinations, 
and difference of fentiments, and 
Abouzaid was neceffitated to offend 
one party by concurrence, or both 
by indifference. 

He afterwards determined to 
avoid a clofe union with beings fo 
difcordant in their nature, and to 
diffufe himfelf in a larger circle. 
He pra@tifed the {mile of univerfal 
courtefy, and invited all to his ta- 
ble, but admitted none to his re- 
tirements. Many who had been 
rejected in his choice of friendthip, 
now refufed to accept his acquain- 
tance; and of thofe whom plenty 
and ‘magnificence drew to his ta- 
ble, every one prefied forward to- 
ward intimacy, thought himfelf 
overlooked in the crowd, and mur- 
mured becaufe he was not dillin- 
guifhed above the-reft. By degress 
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Political Thoughts relative to Libels. 163 


ail made advances, and refented rite ; in France, a Prime Minifter, or 
repulfe. The table was then over-grown Financer ; in Holland, 
covered with delicacies in vain; the States, or private intereit ; in 
the mufic founded in empty England, it is (which fhould be 
rooms, and Abouzaid was left to written in letters of gold) the Coz- 
form in folitude fome new fcheme /fitution. 
of pleafure or fecurity. He who calumniates and under- 
Refolving now totry the force mines the Con/titution, or manifetts 
of gratitude, he enquired for men by unguarded expreflions and rath 
of fcience, whofe merit was ob- ations, a contempt for the funda- 
{cured by poverty. His houfe was mental laws of his country; if a 
foon crouded with poets, fculptors, king, muft be a tyrant; if a fub- 
painters, and defigners, who wan- je&, a traitor ; if a lord, a fediti- 
toned in unexperienced plenty,and ous libeller ; if a plebeian, a down= 
employed their powers in celebra- right ideot or knave. 
tion of their patron. But in a Freedom of fpeech and writing 
fhort time they forgot the diftrefs fhould not be attributed, as it often 
from which they had been refcued, js, to a reftlefs, turbulent, factious 
and began to confider their deli- fpirit : they {pring from the nature 
verer as a wretchof narrow capa- of our government; and cannot, 
city, who was growing great by while it has a being, be feparated 
works which he could not perform, from it. In unlimited monar- 
and whom they over-paid by con- chies, men have neither inclina- 
defcending to accept his bounties. tion, ability, nor fpirit to write ; 
Abouzaid heard their murmurs and but in a well-conftituted free ftate, 
difmifled them, and from that hour the poffeffion of property, the culti- 
continued blind to colours, and vation of fcience, will neceflarily 
deaf to panegyrick. produce freedom of enquiry, an 
As the ions of art departed mut- maintainanceof rights; from hence 
tering threats of perpetual infamy, muft refult literary contentions, 
Abouzaid, who ftood at the gate, and the various opinions of diffe- 
ealled to him Hamet the poet. rent parties. 
* Hamet,’ faid he, ‘ thy ingratitude he condu& of fuperiors, as 
‘ has put an end to my hopes and fervants of the public, cannot be 
* experiments ; I have now learn- excluded from cenfure ; feeing the 
‘ed the vanity of thofe labours higher the ftation, the more ex- 
‘which hope to bé rewarded by pofed will their ations be to a ftri&t 
‘human benevolence; I fhall fcrutiny: and this liberty a free 
‘ henceforth do good and avoid people will always demand for the 
‘evil, without refpect to the opi- truitthey repofe in them. 
‘nion of men; and refolve to fo- Truth can never be hurt by cri- 
* licit only the approbation of that tical enquiry. Much the fame may 
‘ Being, whom alone we are fure be afirmed of good kings, good 
* to pleafe by endeavouring to minifters, and good judges; if 
* pleafe him.’ their actions are not a libel upon 
themfelves, they need not take um- 
Political thoughts relative to litels, brage at, or fear the power of rea- 
recommended to the conftderation of fon. As to calumny, honeit men 
Attornies-General,ex Officio, etin will defpife, and wife men will 
Officio. laugh at it. 
Many reafons occur to mind, 
B Etre we lift up our voice, and why men in place and authority 
ftigmatize every writer againft fhould have a curb put upon their 
mal-adminiltration, as a feditious behaviour, and the people be al- 
enemy to good Government, it lowed cenfors, to examine and ac- 
would be right in us coolly tode- quaint them with their defigns ; 
liberate on the previous queftion, but one cannot conceive one good 
what is Government? In Turkey, reafon fora check upon liberty of 
ut is the Grand Vizier, or Favou- fpeech, and liberty of writing. 
U 2 Sedition 















at ors, 


een 


,. a 


pee nary ne ar gs ol 


me RB” 


a 
ay 2 


ere 
ote 


Pca BPS 


~ 


i 
re 
ip 4! 
ha 
4 
a 





ene oa a - 
ed — - 
an ae ahem nating Tome - ey . 7) " 
— et: —— . ty a a ee a 
nomi ats Fag. angi f Garters ou mw be SE 





164 The Chara&er of Englifhmen rifes or falls according to the Adminiftration. 


Sedition and faétion, like all 
other words, may be mifconftrued, 
wrelted, and mifapplied. If we 
underitand by them, breaking the 
peace of fociety, filling men’s 
minds with jealoufies, fomenting 
penmier difcontents ; it is appre- 
rended no method is more ikely 
to effe&t this, than the becoming 
the author of chimerical fchemes, 
oppreflive pra€tices, flretches of 
prerogative, arbitrary meafures, in- 
fringements upon eftablifhed rights, 
and the like. If any wantonly, or 
malicioufly, falfify faéts, let them 
be judged by the common law of 
the land; but, atthe fame time, 
Jet no Leviathan, under this pre- 
text, no great or little officers of 
fiate, invade the perfonal privileges 
of freemen, and bid a bold defi- 
ance to our invaluable bulwark, a 
Magna Charta. 

Indecent perfonal reflections, 
falfehoods, and mifreprefentations 
of fats, defeat, generally, the in- 
tentions of the flanderer, and fix 
indelible difhonour upon his name. 
The great can never fuffer much 
by them, as they have frequently, 
if not always, the means of detec- 
tion, and power of punifhing ; an 
advantage private perfons are, 
many times, deprived of. 

No argument can be framed 
againit a thing, fit, reafonable, and 
good in itfelf, from its bein 
abufed, which will not with equa 
force conclude againft whatever is 
moft valnable and dear to us. 
What villainies are daily perpe- 
trated! what mifchiefs produced ! 
what cruelties exercifed, by hypo- 
crify, under the mafk of religion ! 

So long as men differ in their 
mental abilities, have different in- 
clinations, different views, and are 
linked in with different parties, 
peradventure, by fpeaking their 
minds freely, the innocent may be 
wounded with the fhaft that fhould 
only pierce the guilty: yet, cer- 
tainly, it is better that one man 
juffer for a fhort time, than thata 
whole nation fhould be plundered 
of their property, religion, fran- 
chifes, or, inone word, Lilerty. 

We have lived to fee our private 


apartments fubjected io the fearch 


of informers; we have beheld a 
fellow-fubje&t feized, committed, 
‘e+e, ftripped of his honours, 
and driven into a foreign land, 
us e466 86 8 se eeeeeceoese Tam 
not fufficiently verfed in the fc1- 
ence of fubtilties, to determine 
whether this is law ; it may be fo: 
and good people of England, for 
the Reon. it may be alfo a blefling, 
fhould your children be born dumb ; 
however, as you value their peace, 
learn them neither to read nor 
write. 


From the London-Evening-Poft. 


Here is an old faying, that an 

army of hares, commanded by a 
lion, will’ beat an army of lions, 
headed by ahare. ‘This faying, we 
prefume, is figurative, and alludes 
to the wonderful effect which a 
brave and fpirited adminiitration, 
or a weak and cowardly one, have 
upon the affairs and characters of 
nations ; and means to fhew, that 
a moft cowardly people may, under 
a brave miniftry, obtain the cha- 
racter of bein bones, and the be- 
nefits hen whilft the braveft 
people upon earth may, under daf- 
tardly managers, be looked upon 
and treated as arrant cowards. 
That adminiftrations have had this 
wonderful influence, the annals of 
almoft every nation fhew; but we 
fhall produce fufficient proofs there- 
of from our own. In ovr own hif- 
tory we learn, what a_ glorious 
figure this kingdom made under 
the adminiftration of that wife and 
brave Princefs Queen Elizabeth : 
during her whole reign, this nation 
was great and happy; the com- 
merce of it flourifhed ; the arms 
of it were dreaded, and the name 
of an Englifhman was revered and 
honoured through every part of the 
globe. But how foon, and 
how greatly were the circumitances 
and charaéter of this kingdom al- 
tered under the adminiftration of 
that poor-fpirited Prince, James 
the Firft, her fucceflor! This felf- 
conceited pufillanimous Prince was 
conitantly governed, firft by one Fae 
vourite, and then by another, who 
ruled both him and the kingdom 
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Of evey one’s thinking be has fome advantage over his Neighbours. 16¢ 


as they pleafed; and the whole 
time of this pedantic king’s life 
may be truly called the reign of Fa- 
vouritifm. ; 

James was ever much delighted 
with fine clothes, and greatly fear- 
ful of a naked fword. He was, b 
nature, a perfeét coward ; and fuf- 
fered his own children to be driven 
out of their dominions for want of 
courage to fend them affiftance. He 
was therefore bullied by foreign 
powers, and rendered contemptible 
in the eyes of his own fubjects. For 
the fake of preferving peace, he re- 
linquifhed the rights and_interefts 
of his people ; and facrificed that 
truly great man, Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, contrary to juftice and ho- 
nour, to his fear of offeuding Spain. 
In fhort, his whole conduct was fo 
pufilanimous, that Englifhmen, 
who in Elizabeth’s glorious reign 
were efteemed and honoured as the 
braveft people in the world, were, 
through this fhameful timidity, 
looked upon and treated as a nation 
of cowards.—T here are, in the an- 
nals of England, many other ex- 
amples of the fame nature, which 
prove, that the character of En- 
glifhmen hath rifen or fallen, juft 
as the adminiftration hath been wife 
and brave, or weak and daftardly : 
nay, indeed, we might produce 
fome very ftriking inftances of it 
in later days; but itis needlefs fo 
todo, as they muift occur to every 
man’s mind. 


Of every one’s thinking he has fome ad- 
vantage over his neighbours in fome 
particular point. 


MPHOUGH nothing is fo com- 
mon as to find every man diffa- 
tisfied with the lot in which Provi- 
dence has thought proper to place 
him, yet nothing is fo certain, as 
that no man, take his fituation all 
in all, would be his neighbour in- 
ftead of beirg himfelf. The great 
Father of the Univerfe has graci- 
oufly planted an inherent fort of 
pride in the breaft of all his crea- 
tures, which exalts them in their 
Own opinion, and gives them an 
advantage over the reft of the world 
in fome particular point that come 


penfates fora thoufand inconveni- 
encies, and reconciles them to the 
feverity of real or imaginary evils 
upon the whole. 

If we examine the frame of the 
human mind, we fhall immediately 
fee, that every man holds much 
the fame opinion of himfelf which 
he entertains of his country: He 
readily acknowledges, that in fome 
particular circumitances fuch and 
fuch a perfon has an advantage of 
him, but in the main he neverthe- 
lefs thinks himfelfthe fuperior, and 
looks down with an air of difdain 
on all who are hardy enough to dif- 
pute his pretenfions: A modern 
author has not defcribed this 
fort of national vanity unhappi- 
ly. 


E’en the pale Ruffian fhivering as 
he lies 

—— horror of his bittereft 
kies, 

While the loud tempeft rattles o’er 
his head, 

Or burtis all dreadful on his tot- 
*tring fhed, 

Hugsa foft fomething clofely to his 


oul, 
Which feoths the cutting th 
of the Pole, ssinteeees 
Elates “ bofom with a confcious 
pride, 
And {miles contem 
pt on all the 
world befide. 


_ Ned Grovely, is perpetually curf- 
ing his itars for not giving him a 
good eftate like Dick Bumper ; 
yet at the fame time, the univerfe 
would not bribe him to make an 
exchange with Dick for legs. In the 
fame manner Dick is very mifera- 
ble at the clumfinefs of his calves 
but neverthelefs hugs himfelf up in 
the recollection that he can drink 
* much tt man " —— at 
a fitting, and play an admi 
at All-Fours. . —— 
Sally Bromley in Pall Mall is 
terribly pitted with the {mall pox; 
Sally 1s to the laft degree unhappy 
on that account, and envies every 
woman with atolerable face; yet 
I have heard her frequently declare 
that a fine fet of teeth was the firft 
of all the beauties; and then ob- 
ferved how fhe turned round to re- 
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ceive the univerfal admiration with 
as much confidence as if fhe was 
an abfolute Dutchefs of Hamilton. 
Neither poverty nor difeafe can 
eradicate the confequential fome- 
thing of the bofom that lifts us to 
the pinacle of diftinction, and 
gives us fo great a pre-eminence 
above our neighborrs. I have 
known a manwith a tolerable voice 
refufe the acquaintance of a very 
deferving young fellow becaufe he 
could not fing; and heard of an 
Oxford fcholar, who when he was 
afked his opinion of Shakefpear, 
came out witha pthaw of dilguft, 
and replied, the fellow did not un- 
derftand Greek. 

When we confider thefe various 
foundations for happinefs, which 
Providence has planted in the 
minds of all its creatures, we can- 
not help admiring the goodnefs of 
the Divine Being, in making our 
very foibles a fource of felicity, and 
creating fuch fountains of fatisfac- 
tion from fuch inconfiderable means. 
What gratitude 1s there not then 
due to {fo all-fufficiently wile and 
beneficent a hand? Devotion it- 
felf is loft in admiration at fo ftu- 
pendous a bounty, and {carcely 
knows which moit to wonder or 
adore. 

But notwithftanding we derive fo 
much pleafure from the indulgence 
of particular foibles we ought always 
to be uncommonly careful how we 
take any fatisfa€tion in the indal- 
gence of our faults: Thefe, tho’ 
tor a2 moment they may afford us 
fome degree of felicity, are always 


productive of anxiciy and wretch 
eduefs in the end, Unfathtonable 
as the do&trine of virtue and mora- 
lity may appear, experience how- 
ever fully convinces us, that nothing 
elfe can lay a folid foundation for 
happinefs, and that every other 
baiis is, literally fpeaking, building 
on the fand and graiping alone at 
emptineis and air. 


Scl& Refleftions and moral Maxims 
of a deceased Nobieman. 


HE avill to do good without 


the fewer 18 a eurtue, and the 


Sele? Refle&ions and Moral Maxims of a deceafed Nobleman. 


power without the q//, is an enor. 
mous wice. 

Nothing 1s more fincere than con- 
{cience, nor more advantageous than 
its counfels. 

A covetous man may be com- 
pared to a fponge: what he with 
wondrous care hath fucked up, his 
heirs commonly take pleafure in 
iqueezing out. 

It is hardly ever but at the ex- 
pence of a perfon’s own repofe 
that he undertakes to trouble that of 
others. 

The Jaw, which remains with- 
out execution, does not ill refemble 
faith without works. 

The moft important and mof 
neglected of all converfations, is 

the converfe wth one’s /elf. 

The lofs of time 1s the moft irre- 
parable, and yet it is what difturbs 
the leaft. 

We are ever more fenfible of 
grief than pleafure ; ovr joys pafs 
ina moment, but our griefs are of 
lone continuance. 

The moft certain proofs of a ju- 
dicious mind 1s a fincere confeflion 
of his ignorance. 

Tie, who is a flave to his paf- 
fions, can never boaft of being 
free. 

A wife Prince, who takes good 
counfel, and refpeéts the laws, 
makes his people happy ; but a 
weak Prince is the ihame of a 
State. 

‘There is at leaft as much courage 
as fincerity in confefling freely our 
faults and miftakes. 

The only difference that I find 
between the heart of a rich and a 
poor man, is, the fr/? is filled with 
fear and the fecond with hope. 

It is to be very miferable to wifh 
for death; but it is to be infinitely 
more {0 to fear it. 

To pafs from poverty to wealth 
is only changing mifery. 

Envy is not annexed to great ta- 
lents, while they languifh in indi- 
gence, but it follows them ver 
clofely when fortune does them fe 
tice. 

Promifes without performances 
is a fine tree without fruit. 

The fickneis of the body often 
procures the health of the foul. 
Modeftty 


© 


so .» 


J Scheme whereby the Ladies may render them/felves famous to Pofterity. 167 


Modeity no lefs gains the efteem that juft contempt that crime de- 
of men than pride begets their con- mands. 
tempt. ‘‘ athly, That the ladies do 
Indulging the pleafures of the awaken and encourage, as much as 
body, fooner or later becomes a they can, the faid public fpirit 
torment tothe foul. among the men, and that no lady 
Confult Nature; it will teach fuffers herfelf to be handed to her 
ou to be content with riches: coachor chair, or fhow any indul- 
Liften to Avarice, and it willteach gence, further than a civil anfwer, 
you the art of being poor and mi- to any gentleman who {hall addrefs 
{erable in the midft of plenty. her in flowered filk, or figured vel- 
The good education of youth, is vet, unlefs fuch gentleman can con- 
the moit fure guarantee for the fu- vince the lady, that his clothes 
ture happinefs of a tate. were manufactured in this coun- 
Soft words have more effet than try. 
fharp ones, as more flies are caught 
by an ounce of honey thana tunof The Black Box, a Story founded on 
vinegar. fa Truth. 
It does not depend on us to live in 
plenty and prolperity ; but it is al- A Nobleman , of a certain neigh- 
ways in Our power to mitigate the bouring country, having been 
feverities of adverfity, by refignation treacherous to his prince, and find- 
and patience. ing himfelf cbnoxious to the ftroke 
The means of exciting anemula- of juftice, his treafons having been 
tion, advantageous to a flate, isto penetrated and amply deteéted, con- 
recompenfe generoufly thofe who fults with one of his fervants how 
have ferved it. to avert punifhment, which he 
It isa rare talentto fay only what does by perfuading him (the fer- 
is proper to be known, andtoknow vant) to make himirtf the principal, 
how to conceal what is notfitto be and the only confpirator, and to 
divulged. clear his Lord in the moft effectual 
manner from the leaft imputation 
A Scheme whereby the Ladies of the ofthe crime. ‘To encourage him 
prefent Time may render themfelves tothis the noblemantells him, that 
famous to pofterity. although he might be caft and con- 
demned, ye he would not fail to 
“* rft, [ Would have the ladies of procure him a pardon, as alfo to 
Great Britain hencefor- allow him,as a recompence for this 
ward abjure, as impious and here- moft fignal fervice, a great part of 
tical, that abominable doétrine, his efiate: Upon this the noble- 
ropagated by the enemies to our man’s fteward (for fuch it feems he 
enna conftitution, that French filks was) confefles himfelf the fole au- 
are a og to thofe manufadured in thor and contriver of the aforefaid 
Spitalfields. treafons, and abfolutely frees his 
‘* 2dly, That after the firft day Lord’s reputation, for which fen- 
of May next, no lady fhall, under tence of death was prefently a- 
the pain of being thought difloyal, warded againit him, and he remand- 
purchafe any filk or trimmings ed back to prifon, where the Lord 
that are not he produce of her comes to him upon pretence of 
own country, Italian filksexcepted, getting him to make fome further 
that 1s, fuch as are rea//y Italian. difcoveries, but, indeed, to tell 
‘* 3dly, That after the faid firt him that he had procur’d his par- 
day of May, all mercers and man- don, fhewing him one that he had 
tua makers, who fhall, by any infi- counterfeited for that purpofe, 
nuations, prefume to wheedle or which he took out of a Black Box, 
entice any lady to purchafe French and withal told him that notwith- 
filks that fhall be tticking on their fianding the pardon he had pro- 
hands, be treated by fuch lady with cur’d it was the king’s pleafure 
that he fhould be carricd to the 
place 
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ceive the univerfal admiration with 
as much confidence as if fhe was 
an abfolute Dutchefs of Hamilton. 
Neither poverty nor dileafe can 
eradicate the confequential iome- 
thing of the bofom that lifts us to 
the pinacle of diftin¢ction, and 
gives us fo great a pre-eminence 
above our neighboris. | have 
known a manwith a tolerable voice 
refufe the acquaintance of a very 
deferving young fellow becaufe he 
could not fing; and heard of an 
Oxford fcholar, who when he was 
afked his opinion of Shaketpear, 
came out witha pfhaw of diiguft, 
and replied, the fellow did not un- 
derftand Greek. 

When we confider thefe various 
foundations for happinefs, which 
Providence has planted in the 
minds of all its creatures, we can- 
not help admiring the goodnefs of 
the Divine Being, in making our 
very foibles a fource of felicity, and 
creating fuch fountains of fatisfac- 
tion froin fuch inconfiderable means. 
What gratitude is there not then 
due to io all-fufficienitly wife and 
beneficent a hand? Devotion it- 
felf is loft in admiration at fo ftu- 
pendous a bounty, and {carcely 
knows which moit to wonder or 
adore. 

But notwithflanding we derive fo 
much pleafure from the induleence 
of particular foibles we ought always 
to be uncommonly careful how we 
take any fatisfaction in the indal- 
gence of our faults: Thefe, tho’ 
for 2 moment they may afford us 
fome degree of felicity, are always 
produive of anxiety and wretch- 
eduefs in the end, Unfathionable 


Sele? Refle&ions and Moral Maxims of a deceafed Nobleman. 


power without the q//, is an enore 
mous vice. 

Nothing ts more fincere than con- 
{cience, nor more advantageous than 
its counfels. 

A covetous man may be com- 
pared to 2 {ponge: what he with 
wondrous care hath fucked up, his 
heirs commonly take pleafure in 
igueezing out. 

It is hardly ever but at the ex- 
pence of a perfon’s own repofe 
that he undertakes to trouble that of 
others. 

The Jaw, which remains with- 
out execution, does not ill refemble 
faith without works. 

The moft important and moft 
neglected of all converfations, is 
the converfe with cne’s felf. 

The lofs of time 1s the moftirre- _ 
parable, and yet it is what difturbs 
the leaft. 

We are ever more fenfible of 
grief than pleafure ; ovr joys pafs 
ina moment, but our griefs are of 
lone continuance. 

The moft certain proofs of a ju- 
dicious mind is a fincere confefion 
of his ignorance. 

Fie, who is a flave to his paf- 
fions, can never boaft of being 
free. 

A wife Prince, who takes good 
counfel, and refpeéts the laws, 
makes his people happy ; but a 
weak Prince is the fhame of a 
State. 

There is at leaft as much courage 
as fincerity in confefling freely our 
faults and miftakes. 

The only difference that I find 
between the heart of a rich and a 
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poor man, is, the fr? is filled with 
fear and the fecond with hope. 

It 1s to be very miferable to wih 
for death; but it is to be infinitely 
more {0 to fear it. 

To pafs from poverty to wealth 
is only changing mifery. 

Envy is not annexed to great ta- 
lents, while they languifh in indi- 
gence, but it follows them ver 
clofely when fortune does them jute 
tice. 

Promifes without performances 
is a fine tree without fruit. 

The fickneis of the body often 
procures the health of the foul. 

Modefty 
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as the doétrine of virtue and mora- 
lity may appear, experience how- 
ever fully convinces us, that nothing 
elfe can lay a folid foundation for 
happinefs, and that every other 
baiis is, literally fpeaking, building 
on the fand and graiping alone at 
emptineis and alr. 
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Scle& Reflections and moral Maxims 
of a deceafed Nobieman. 
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Modelty no lefs gains the efteem 
of men than pride begets their con- 


tempt. 

Indulging the pleafures of the 
body, fooner or later becomes a 
torment to the foul. 

Confult Nature; it will teach 

ou to be content with riches : 

iften to Avarice, and it will teach 
you the art of being poor and mi- 
{erable in the midft of plenty. 

The good education of youth, is 
the moit {ure guarantee for the fu- 
ture happinefs of a itate. 

Soft words have more effe& than 
fharp ones, as more flies are caught 
by an ounce of honey than a tun of 
vinegar. 

It does not depend on us to live in 
plenty and proiperity ; but itis al- 
ways in Our power to mitigate the 
feverities of adverfity, by refignation 
and patience. 

The means of exciting an emula- 
tion, advantageous to a ftate, is to 
recompenfe generoufly thofe who 
have ferved it. 

It is a rare talent to fay only what 
is proper to be known, and to know 
how to conceal what is not fit to be 
divulged. 


A Scheme whereby the Ladies of the 
prefent Time may render them/felwes 
famous to pofterity. 


“* rf, [ Would have the ladies of 
Great Britain hencefor- 
ward abjure, as impious and here- 
tical, that abominable doétrine, 
ropagated by the enemies to our 
Saree conftitution, that French filks 
are preferable to thofe manufaaured in 
Spitalfields. 

‘s 2dly, That after the firft day 
of May next, no lady fhall, under 
the pain of being thought difloyal, 
purchafe any filk or trimmings 
that are not he produce of her 
own country, Italian filks excepted, 
that is, fuch as are rea//y Italian. 

*¢ gdly, That after the faid firft 
day of May, all mercers and man- 
tua makers, who fhall, by any infi- 
nuations, prefume to wheedle or 
entice any lady to purchafe French 
filks that fhall be tticking on their 
hands, be treated by fuch lady with 
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that juft contempt that crime de- 
mands. 

“< athly, That the ladies do 
awaken and encourage, as much as 
they can, the faid public {fpirit 
among the men, and that no lady 
fuffeis herfelf to be handed to her 
coach or chair, or fhow any indul- 
gence, further than a civil anfwer, 
to any gentleman who fhall addrefs 
her in flowered filk, or figured vel- 
vet, unlefs fuch gentleman can con- 
vince the lady, that his clothes 


were manufactured in this coun- 
try. 


The Black Box, a Story founded on 


ruth. 


A Nobleman , of a certain neigh- 
bouring country, having been 
treacherous to his prince, and find- 
ing himfelf cbnoxious to the ftroke 
of juftice, his treafons having been 
penetrated and amply deteéted, con- 
fults with one of his fervants how 
to avert punifhment, which he 
does by perfuading him (the fer- 
vant) to make himielf the principal, 
and the only confpirator, and to 
clear his Lord in the moft effectual 
manner from the leaft imputation 
of the crime. ‘To encourage him 
tothis the nobleman tells him, that 
although he might be caft and con- 
demned, ye he would not fail to 
procure him a pardon, as alfo to 
allow him, as a recompence for this 
moft fignal fervice, a great part of 
his eftate: Upon this the noble- 
man’s fteward (for fuch it feems he 
was) confeffes himfelf the fole au- 
thor and contriver of the afoxefaid 
treafons, and abfolutely frees his 
Lord’s reputation, for which fen- 
tence of death was prefently a- 
warded againit him, and he remand- 
ed back to prifon, where the Lord 
comes to him upon pretence of 
getting him to make fome further 
difcoveries, but, indeed, to tell 
him that he had procur’d his par- 
don, fhewing him one that he had 
counterfeited for that purpofe, 
which he took out of a Black Box, 
and withal told him that notwith- 
fianding the pardon he had pro- 
cur’d it was the kine’s pleafure 
that he fhould be carried to the 
place 
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place of execution, partly to fave 
appearances, but chiefly for the 
greater terror and example of 
others, and after noting made his 
fpeech there, fhould then receive 
his pardon, bidding him not to be 
daunted or troubled at any thing 
that fhould be done or faid to him, 
being matter of form and necefflary 
folemn parade; and affur’d him 
withall, that when at the place of 
execution he fhould fee a perfon 
on his right-hand holding up a 
Black Box, it fhould be to him an 
infallible fign that his pardon was 
there. Upon this the man was 
greatly encouraged, and seem’d not 
to be concern’d at his _prefent 
fituation, but long’d for the day 
of his fuppofed exceution, which 
being now come, the Man with the 
Black Box was very afliduous to 
appear in his fight, as foon as he 
was come out of the prifon, and ac- 
companied him at a diftance till he 
came to the place of execution, 
where the man withthe Black Box 
plac’d himfelf on an eminence on 
the right hand of the prifoner, that 
he might be the more apparently 
confpicuous to him. The prifoner 
then addreffes himfelf in a {peech 
to the people, which he little 
thought would have been his latt, 
and again acquits his lord, &c. ftill 
having his eye upon the Black Box; 
but having drawn out his fpeech to 
an sonia length, the fheriff told 
him he could itay no longer; to 
which the prifoner replied, That 
there was a gentleman ftood clofe 
by with a Black Box in his hand, 
who was lately come from conrt, 
and who he was confident had got 
his pardon; upon which the gen- 
tleman with the Black Box was 
call’d for, who being come, deli- 
vered his box to the fheriif, who 
took a paper out of it containing 
thefe words: ** Upon fight here- 
of, let the prifoner be immediately 
executed ;” which order was {fo 
{peedily obey’d, that the prifoner 
had no time to difcover the 
cheat that was put upon him, fo 
he fella facrifice to his own folly, 
and the practice of others, unpitied 
becaufe unknowa. 


The Black Box, a Story founded on Truth 


Extras of Letters from the feveral 
News- Papers. 


A Writer in the Public Advertif- 

er who figns himfelf A Lover 
of Decency complains of the cuf- 
tom of many Ledies fitting at 
church all the time of prayer, which 
he thinks very irreverent and inde- 
cent. He fays that cuftom, the 
fafhion, general example, are the 
conftant pleas of thefe nonconform- 
ing church-women.And adds, Is ex- 
ample then, or fafhion, or depraved 
cultom, to bear down the arguments 
of decency and common Senfe ? 

A Writer in the Publick Ledger 
obferves, that in Cape Breton there 
are mountains of coal; vatt cliffs of 
nothing elfe ftand open and acceffi- 
ble; from whence he thinks our Go- 
vernment may in time reap vatft ad- 
vantage (as all coal mines in our 
new acquifitions, are by a particu- 
lar covenant in the grants of lands 
referved to the senile by fupplying 
the great towns of America at a 
cheapear rate, than any other firing 
can be bought. For in many parts 
of America, efpecially in the neigh- 
bourhood of the great towns, a 
fupply of fuel is wanting. Such 
has been the force and extent of 
cultivation, that wood is become 
icarce in countries, which were an 
impenetrable foreit not a century 
ago, ‘This Writer further obferves, 
that the ifland of Cape Breton, and 
all the neighbouring fhores in the 
gulph of St. Laurence, have another 
fund of wealth in their fitheries, 
which will attraét inhabitants with- 
out number, and furnifh the means 
of fubfiftence to all. A refident 
filhery will always overpower one 
that is carried on from a diftance: 
The people concerned in it can be- 
gin to fifh as foon as the feafon per- 
mits, and will therefore be the firft 
at market; and the merchants who 
fend fhips thither from Great Bri- 
tain, may freight their veffels out- 
wards, and be fure of a vent for 
their cargoes, in the colonies near 
to the fitheries. By this advantage 
they will be enabled to difpofe of 
the return at a cheaper rate than 
the French, who have no fuch Co- 
lonies to take cf their outward- 
bound 











bound cargo: For the profit of the 
Britifh will be equal to that of the 
French merchant upon the whole 
voyage, tho’ it fhould be lefs upon 
the fifh; the abfolute exclution 
therefore of any French fettlement 
from that part, of the world, for one 
cannot call Miquelon and St, 
Pierre a fettlement) will make 
fuch a difference between the fifh- 
eries of the two rival nations, that 
Great Britain muft, with refpec& 
to fupplying other countries, enjoy 
almofta Monopoly: And the ne- 
ceflary confequence will be the po- 
pulation of all the coafts, where a 
trade fo beneficial and increafin 
is eftablifhed. Add to the c 
fifhery that of whales, which, will 
immediately become a confidera- 
ble branch of commerce, and there 
can be no doubt that in a few years 
all thefe coafts will be flourithing 
Colonies.” — 

A writer in the Public Ledger, 
who figns Benevolus, fays, he can- 
not but think it very extraordinary 
in our governors to allow a bounty 
on the Exportation of Corn at the 
very moment that Bread is at fo ex- 
orbitant a rate, that our poor find 
it difficult, to the laft degree, to 
procure a fufficiency for their un- 
happy little families. It feems to 
be infinitely more politic to allow a 
bounty, during the prefent {carcity, 
to thofe who fhould bring us the 
moft of fo neceflary a commodity, 
than to pay one to thofe who fend 
it abroad. Minifters, however, 
have itrange methods of promoting 
the public welfare ; but this is the 
firft time it was ever heard of an 
encouragement being given to any 
body of people to ftarve their 
fellow-citizens. 

A writer in the Gazetteer, who 
figns himfelf A. X. B. thinks that 
if a certain reafonable price was to 
be fixed on coals, corn, and every 
other neceflary of life, and the ex- 
portation of them ftopped when- 
ever they exceeded the fixed price, 
and importation from other coun- 
trics allowed of, it would be an 
effe€iual means to prevent the en- 
grofling of fuch commodities, which 
isin general the root of the dear- 
nefs of them. 
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A writer in the London Chroni- 
cle, who figns Publicola, thinks an 
addition of an half-penny a yard 
fhould be made to the bounty on 
the exportation of coarfe linen, in 
order to prevent our linen weavers 
going abroad, which many of them 
iately have done. He obferves, 
that Great Britain could maintain 
treble the number of people which 
it at prefent contains ; and that its 
fituation requires its being better 
peopled, confidering we have a 
rival envious nation at our doors, 
who out-numbers us prodigioufly ; 
that there is great danger in 
trufting folely to our fuperiority at 
Sea ; and that, therefore, we fhould 
contrive to keep our people at 
home, by finding out employment 
for them. 

A writer in the London Evening 
Poft, who figns Pro Lege & Rege, 
fays, All princes fhould read and 
reflec upon the hiftories of their 
predecefiors; for therein they may 
find the beft and moft faithful coun- 
fel, counfel without fear or flattery ; 
therein they mayleara how to avoid 
thofe rocks which others {plit upon, 
and to make their people profperous 
and happy, and themielves great 
and glorious. What ftriking lef- 
fons do the reigns of Charles the 
Firft and James the Second give to 
all fucceeding princes not to itretch 
their prerogative beyond its juft 
bounds, to the prejudice of their 

eople. May thefe examples bea 
effon to all fucceeding princes, not 
to attempt to fubvert and fet afide 
the laws of the land by virtue of 
their prerogative! May it be an 
everlaiting initruétion to all people 
never to fuffer their fovereigns to 
trample upon their laws, and rule 
them in a tyrannic manner! And 
may it be a leffon to ali minifters 
never to counfel their Royal Mafters 
to take fuch illegal and dangerous 
fteps, as may deprive them of their 
crowns ! | 

A writer in the Gazetteer, who 
figns Crito, propofes that a tub- 
{cription fhould be opened at two or 
three coffee-houfes, for the relief of 
the poor Spitalficld weavers, who, 
he fays, for want of employment, 
muft inevitably — with hunger, 

or 
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or be tempted to commit fome 
defperate attion, if not fpeedily re- 
lieved. Certainly (fays he) had the 
obdurate beheld the fcene I did the 
other day, near one of thefe mifera- 
ble peop!e’s habitations, they could 
not have remained unmoved ; awo- 
man, pale and wan, with fearce a 
rag to fcreen her from the cold in 
this inclement feafon; at whofe 
breaft hung a lovely babe, in ap- 
parel fimilar to its wretched mo- 
ther; &, if poffible, to heighten the 
diftrefs, two other children, neither 
above five years old, creeping clofe 
by her fide, and craving F pod bread. 
Such a fight quite melted me, efpe- 
cially as I faw the utmoft cleanli- 
nefs about them ; and, though ap- 
parently plunged in the utmoft 
dittrefs, afhamed to folicit aid from 
aftranger ; for they were not in any 
fupplicating polture, but going from 
their own hut to their neighbours, 
who perhaps were in equally a pi- 
tiable fituation. I approached the 
poor woman, and enquired how fhe 
came to be in that very miferable 
plight. ** Alas! faid the, for 
thefe feven weeks paft my unfortu- 
nate dear hufband has been out of 
work : for the fupport of us and our 
dear babes, we have pawned or 
fold every rag of our clothes, but 
what barely covers our nakednef:; 
and now all is gone, what will be- 
come of us Heaven beit knows!- - 
for ourfelves we could make many 
fhifts; but what for thefe innocent 
helplets babes ? And here the 
broke out into fuch an agony of 
grief, as would have pierced the 
moft obdurate heart. I put my mite 
into her hand, and hattened from 
a fcene which too powerfully affeét- 
ed me. 








A vounc Prince’s Szarcu after 
Happiness. 


[ Continued from Page 154, and con- 
I cluded. esata 


‘THE prince and his fifler, fome 

time after their difcourfe toge- 
theron the obfervations they had 
made on the various conditions of 
life, walking one evening along the 
banks of the Nile, faw at {ome 


A young Prince's Search after Happine/s. 






diftance an old man, whom the 
prince had often heard in the ai- 
fembly of the fages. “‘ Yonder, 
faid he, is one whofe years have 
calmed his paffions, but not cloud- 
ed his reafon: let us_clofe our 
difquifitions, by enquiring what 
are his fentiments of his own 
ftate, that we may know whe- 
ther youth alone is to ftruggle with 
vexation, and whether any better 
hope remains for the latter part of 
life.” 

Here the fage approached and 
faluted them. ‘They invited him to 
join their walk, and prattled a 
while as acquaintance that had un- 
expectedly met one another. The 
old man was chearful and talkative, 
and the way feemed fhort in his 
company. He was pleafed to find 
himfelf not difregarded, accom- 
panied them to their houfe, and, 
at the prince’s requeit, entered with 
them. They placed him in the feat 
of honour, and fet wine and con- 
ferves before him. 

‘* Sir, faid the princefs, an even- 
ing walk muft give to a man of 
learning, like you, pleafures which 
ignorance and youth can hardly 
conceive. You know the qualities 
and the caufes of all that you be- 
hold, the Jaws by which the river 
flows, the periods in which the 
planets pertorm their revolutions. 
Every thing muft fupply you with 
contemplation, and renew_ the 
conicioufnefs of your own digni- 
ty.” 
se Lady, anfwered he, let the 
gay and the vigorous expeét plea- 
fure in their excursions, it is enough 
that age can obtain eafe. To 
me the world has loft its novelty : 
] look round, and fee what I re- 
member to have feen in happier 
days. I reft againft a tree, and con- 
fider, that in the fame fhade I once 
difputed upon the annual overflow 
of the Nile with a triend who 1s 
now filent in the grave. I caft my 
eyes upwards, fx them on the 
changing moon, and think with 
pain on the viciffitudes of life. 1 
have ceafed to take much delight 
in phyfical truth ; for what have 1 to 
do with thofe things which I am 
foon to leave ?” 


sé You 











How to pack up trees fo as that they may becarried fafe to a diftant place.17% 


‘© You may at lealt recreate your- 
felf, faid the prince, with the recol- 
leétion, of an honourable and ufe- 
ful life, and enjoy the praife which 
all agree to give you.” 

« Praife, faid the fage, with a 
figh, is toanoldman an empty 
found. I have neither mother to be 
delighted with the reputation of 
her fon, nor wife*to partake the 
honours of her hufband. I have 
outlived my friends and my ri- 
vals. Nothing is now of much 
importance ; for 1 cannot extend 
my intereft beyond myfelf. Youth 
is delighted with applaufe, becaufe 
it is confidered as the earneft of 
fome future good, and becaufe the 
profpect of life is far extended : but 
to me, who am now declining to 
decrepitude, there is little to be 
feared from the malevolence of 
men, and yet lefs to be hoped from 
their affection or efleem. Some- 
thing they may yet take away, but 
they can give me nothing. Riches 
would now be afelefs, iol high em- 
ployment would be pain. My re- 
trofpect of life recalls to my view 
many Opportunities of good neg- 
lected, much time fquandered upon 
trifles, and more loft in idlenefs and 
vacancy. 1 leave many great de- 
figns unattempted, and many great 
attempts unfinifhed. My mind is 
burthened with no heavy crime, 
and therefore I compofe myfelf 
to tranquility; endeavour to abftra& 
my thoughts from hopes and cares, 
which though reafon knows them 
to be vain, itill try to keep their 
old poffeffion of the heart ; expe, 
with ferene humility, that hour 
which nature cannot long delay ; 
and hope to poffefs in a better ftate 
that happinefs which here I could 
not find, and that virtue which here 
I have not attained.” 

He rofe and went away, leaving 
his audience not much elated with 
the hope of long life. 

And the prince and princefs 
thus finding by all their enquiries 
that there was no fixing on any 
particular condition or ftate of lite, 
upon inconteftable reafons of pre- 
ference, determined to be content- 





ed to be driven along the ftream o 
life, without directing their courte 
to any particular port. 


Hew to pack up Trees fo as that they 
may be carried fafe to places remote 
Srom whence they are raifed. 


L E T there be provided large 
hampers, made of the fame ma- 
terials as thofe commonly ufed for 
packing bottles in, when they are 
to be conveyed to diitant places, 
and Jet their length be about four 
feet, their breadth at each end about 
two feet and a half, but in the mid- 
dle they need not be above one foot 
and a half broad, & let their depth 
be in proportion to the number of 
trees intended to be packed therein ; 
then let mofs be gathered, which 
oo plentifully inthe fhade under 
edges, or in woods, and cover the 
bottom of the hampers therewith ; 
and after, let there be between each 
layer of trees, a layer of mofs ; if 
fome of the trees be laid with their 
roots to one end of the hamper, and 
fome to the other, more may be 
packed therein, and if the mofs, 
which is much fofter than ftraw, 
be moderately moiitened at firft, it 
will retain its moifture a great many 


days. 


On the Fuftice of Divine Pro- 


vidence. 


T° belicve that the world is un- 

der a mott juit government, and 
the affairs of it adminiitered with 
perfect equity, by that almighty 
being who made it, is a principad 
foundation of religion, and fup- 
port of the piety and hope of all 
good men. And the wifeit and beit 
men in all ages have embraced this 
perfuafion, having fought for and 
difcovered arguments iufficient to 
fatisty their own minds, 

But though this hath been the 
general belief of good men, efpe- 
cially thoie who have examined 
carefully, and without prejudice, 
the grounds of religion; yet many 
have been difturbed with ditficul- 
ties, fome have been tempted to 
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172 
doubt of divine juftice, and others 
have unwarily entertained notions 
directly contrary to it. This hath 
proceeded, etther from the natural 
weaknefs of their judgment, or their 
being too much affeéted with fome 
appearances of inequality in the 
conduct of God’s providence; or 
from the influence of education 
and falfe inftruétion ; by which they 
have imbibed a fyftem of faith in 
regard to the divine difpenfations, 
containing things irreconcileable to 
our natural notions of jultice and 
equity. 
The former feems to have been 
the cafe of the pfalmiit, when he 
tells us, That his feet were almoft 
gone, and his fleps had well-nigh 
jlipt: for be was envious at the 
foolifh, when be Jaw the profperity o 
the wicked: and because he faw the 
ungodly profper in the world and in- 
creafe in riches, was tempted to 
gueition, bow GOD knows ; and 
awhether there be knowledge in the 
moft high? 1. e. whether God takes 
any cognizance of men’s aétions 
and behaviour; and becavfe he 
himfelf had met with many trou- 
bles and great affiictions in life, fell 
into a fufpicion, that se had cleanfed 
his heart in vain, and wafbed bis 
bands in innocence, to no purpofe. 
But itis to be obferved, that he 
afterwards corrects himfelf, and 
condemns his own folly and igno- 
race, in entertaining fuch ground- 
lefs and impious doubts: /o igno- 
yant was I, and as a beaft before 
thee. 

The ways of God are all perfe&- 
ly juit, equitable and imp-rtial : 
and if men are led to doubt of his 
juftice, or attribute iniquity to him 
it proceeds chiefly from the iniquity 
of their own -ways, and the unjuit 
dispofition of their own hearts. If 
they were more difpofed to govern 
their ows actions according to rea- 
fon and equity, they would be un- 
der lefs temptation to gueftion shoe 
of the fupreme governor of the 

world, and beiter qualified to form 


aright judgmentofthem. An ho- 
a~ - ; 7° - . 

nefi and unprejudiced mind is the 

beit qualification for judging of the 


perfections and providence of God, 


On the Fuftice of Divine Providence. 


and forembracing all the d oétrines 
of true religion. 

In conceiving of God, we na- 
turally attribute to him the higheft 
excellence. For as he is the author 
of all that is good, amiable, and 
ufeful in the whole creation, he 
muit be more excellent and perfeé& 
than all; and no creature can in 
any quality, or attribute, be equal 
to the Creator. As juftice then is 
a quality, which men are in fome 
degree poflefled of, and efteemed by 
them as excellent and honourable, 
it muft be afcribed to God in the 
higheft degree. So the author of 
the book of Job argues, Can mortal 
man be more juft than God? can man 
be more Jef than bis Maker ?---From 
the practice of this virtue amon 
men, and the univerfal fenfe an 
efteem they have of it, we naturally 
conclude, that it is far from GOD 
that he jfbculd pervert juftice, and 
from the Almighty that he fhould do 
iniquity. And to imagine any de- 
gree of juftice or partiality in the 
fupreme being, is not only derogat- 
ing from the excellence of his na- 
ture, but attributing to’ him what 
men condemn and abhor in one 
another. 

Further; the juftice of God re- 
fults from his abfolute perfeétion : 
as he is incapable of error or evil 
affection ; as no temptation can ap- 
proach him; as no event can dif- 
turb his defigns who forefees all 
things; asno paflion can alter the 
difpofition of his mind, which: is 
unchangeable; as he can have no 
private view or. intereft feparate 
from the good of the whole crea- 
tion, who is poflefied of all things, 
and infinitely happy in his own na- 
ture ; as he hath unerring wildom 
to difcern, perfeét goodnefs to in- 
tend, & almighty power to execute, 
whatfoéver is beft and conducive to 
the univerfal good ;--Hence we con- 
clude, that in the univerfal plan of 
divine providence and government 
over the world, there is nothing can 

be altered or amended, nothing 
made more juft or equal or happy in 
the whole. The juftice of God in 
all the exertions of it, in the diftri- 
butions of punifhments as well as 
rewards, 


















Extra& from the Monitor; 


rewards, is wholly included in his to come, without the aid of a divine 
wifdom and goodnefs. He is juft revelation.—How much then are 
becaufe he is wife and good. He we indebted to the Gofpel of Chriit, 
punifhes the wicked, in order to which /ath brou ht immortality to 
maintain the good order and happi- /igst, and eftablithed our belief of 
nefs of the whole world. And the divine jultice and goodnefs, 
therefore to deny his juftice in any and our hope of an eternal life, 
refpect, and efpecially by fuppofing on more fure and fatisfactory 
that he punifhes beyond what the grounds! . 
ends of perfect wifdom and good- [To be continued. | 
nefs require, is defaming his whole 
moral character. Extra from the MONITOR. 
if we confult the Heathen wri- Number 498. 
ters, we fhall find what information 
the light of nature gave them: and AS‘ much has been faid by late 
the fentiments which their own rea- writers about Prerogative and 
fon and reflexion fuggefted, were Liberty; and the Power of Parlia- 
fuch as may convince us, that God ment in oppofition to the meafures 
hath implanted in all menfome na- of the court; the debate, I appre- 
tural apprehenfions of his governing hend, may be eafily decided vy a 
juftice. For they generally agree in difpaffionate enquiry into the que- 
attributing this perfeétion to their ftion, How far the two efiates may, 
fupreme Deity, and in defcribing ix a@ mixed and limited monarchy, 
him as offended at the crimes, and oppofe and refift the will of the meo- 
pleafed with the piety and good ac- march? ‘Fe 
tions ofmen. They fuppoiedadi- This queftion is arfwered by di- 
vine vengeance to be in purfuit of vers pofitions; as, 
every criminal, flow indeed in its Fir, A monarch working accor- 
motion, and travelling as it wete ding to his power, not exceeding 
with leaden fret, but fure to overtake the authority, which Gop and the 
the offender at laft, wherefoever he laws have conferr’d on him, is no 
might fly to avoid it. And the doc- ways to be oppofed either by any, 
trine of a future ftate of rewards and or all his fubjeéts. But, in con{ci- 
punifhments was generally believed, ence to Gop’s ordinance is to be 
though clogged with a multitudeof obey’d. 
abfurd fi€tions. Some indeedex- Secondly, If the will and com- 
prefs great doubts of its reality, be- mand of a monarch exceed the |i- 
caufe they found themfelves prefled mits of the law, it ought, for the 
with great difficulties and objeGtions avoidance of fcandal and offence, 
on both fides. The ftrength of their be fubmitted to, fo it be not con- 
own reafon enabled them toconceive trary to Gop’s law, nor bring with 
hopes, that the world was under a it fuch evil to ourfelves, or the pub- 
wife and juft providence: yet the lick, that we cannot be acccflarv to 
many examples occurring to their it by obeying. Difobedience in light 
obfervation, of wickednefs profper- cafes, in which we are not bound, 
ing, and virtue fuffering, perplexed has an appearance of flighting the 
their minds; as they feemed to power, & is a difrefpeét to the perfon 
overthrow the fuppefition of a per- of the magiftrate. ‘Thus the greateétt 
fect diftributive juftice according to fubje&t that ever was upon earth, 
men’s deferts in this world. And on told Peter, tho’ he was free and 
the other hand, the invifible un- need not have done it, to pay 
known nature of a future ftate, to- tribute, in order to avoid of- 
gether with the abfurd and chimeri- fence. 
cal fictions attending the vulgar be- = Thirdly, If he commands a thing, 
lief, tempted them to queftion, if which the law gives him no autho- 
not altogether reject the doctrine it- rity to command, and it be fuch as 
felf. And it feems, as if human would be inconvenient to obey ; in 
reafon never could have attained to fucha cafe obedience has been law- 
a folid foundation of believing alife fully denied. 


Fourthly, 
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174 Curiofities inthe Emperor’s Repofitory. 


Fourthly, Lf he exceeds the limits 
of the law, and proceeds in illegal 
courfes, thefubjects nave petitioned, 
appealed, denied fubfidy, refufed 
obedience, in order to reduce him 
to legal government. 

Fifthly, If the point be about pofi- 
tive and forcible refiflance: the 
lawfulnefs of which fome_ utterly 
deny: others as confidently affert : 
we ought to diitinguifh between that 
forcible refiflance which has been 
ufed againft a king’s perfon, and 
that againft inferior officers and in- 
ftruments advifing to, or executing 
illegal commands. 

‘Thetefore I affirm, That force 
ought not to be ufed againft the 
perfon of the fovereign, on any pre- 
tence whatfoever, by any or all his 
fubjects, as I faid before: for if they 
be truly monarchs, they are irre- 
vocably invefted with fovereignty, 
which fets their perfons above all 
lawful power and force: nothing 
but his deferting, or abdicating the 
throne, can warrant their defertion 
from him. And then it becomes a 
voluntary aét of the fovereign ; and 
an unavoidable neceflity in the fub. 
ject, that obliges them to transfer 
their allegiance. Betides, the fo- 
vereign power being fo conferred by 
the laws in that perfon, the perfon 
and power cannot really be fun- 
dered, but the force that is ufed to 
the one, mutt alfo violate the other. 
Becaufe power is not in the fove- 
reign, as it is in inferior officers. It 
is not infeperably in them, and 
therefore they offending, force has 
been ufed againft them, without 
violating the ordinance of authori- 
tv.—For inftruments of oppreffion 
of publick liberty, when the wrong 
was tound deitructive, aad no other 
means could be found to prevent it, 
our forefathers made no fcrnple to 
opvofe them by force. 

Upon this principle we have 
heard, That the two eftates in par- 
liament have by force of arms re- 
titted thofe inftruments, who have 
advifed or affiited Kings in the per- 
formance of commands that were 





Habit of the Perfian Ladies. 


illegal, and deftruétive to them- 
felves or the public. 


Some particular Curiofities in the Em 
peror’s Repofttory at Vienna. 


A Cup about the fize of a tea- 

_difh, of one entire emerald, 
which only the Emperor has the 
liberty of touching. A craw fith, 
all the motions of which are fo 
natural by clock-work, that it is 
hard to diftinguith it from the life. 
A {mall piece of loadftone, that 
holds up an anchor of iteel of great 
weight. 


A Defeription of the Habit of the 
Perfian Ladies of Quality, as re- 
prefented in the Cut. 


H E womens garments are much 

thinner than the mens, and hang 
loofe about their bodies, having under- 
neath fhifts and drawers down to the 
ancles, like the men, Their ftockings 
are commonly either crimfon or green 
velvet cloth of tiffue, or other rich ftuffs. 
They have no peculiar head-dreffes, but 
follow the fame fathion as the Ladies of 
Bagdat or Babylon: Their hair hangs 
down in treffes behind, and in locks 
and curls before, About their heads they 
wear two or three ftrings of pearl, but 
none about their necks, and let them 
hang below their cheeks. Young maids 
alfo wear a diamond ring in their right 
noitril, feveral gold rings on their fingers, 
and broad filver armlets. 

Women of quality go after the eaftern 
manner in the ftreets, with a long white 
veil over their faces, which hangs down 
to the ground, and have only a little 
flit therein, through which they look ; 
and this fafhion they took up not fo much 
out of modefty, as fome fuppofe, or the 
jealoufy of their hufbands, or by reafon of 
any law amongft the Mahometans, but 
rather from their proud humour, judging 
very few worthy to look them in the 
face ; for a great lady, in the prefence of 
a nobleman, -King, or prince, uncovers 
her facein teftimony of the great honour 
and high efteem fhe hath forhim:; but no 
woman will fhew her face either to her 
equal or inferior ; and, on the contrary, 
the women of inferior rank expofe thei 
faces to open view, both at home and 
abroad, 
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Serect Pieces of Poerry. 


The EXPERIMENT, @ Tale. 
IR TUE and Vice, two mighty 


pow’rs, 
Who rule this motly world of our'’s, 
Difputed once which govern’d beft, 
And whofe dependents moft were blett. 
They reafon’d, rally’d, crack’d their 
jokes, 
Succeeding much like other folks. 
Their logic wafted, and their wit, 
Nor ore nor the other would fubmit ; 
But both the doubtful point confent 
To clear, by fair Experiment : 
For this fome mortal, they declare, 
By turns fhall both their bounty fhare, 
And either’s pow’r to blefs him tried, 
Shall then the long difpute decide, 
On Hodge they fix, a country boor, 
As yet rough, ign’rant, carelefs, poor,-.- 
Vice firft exerts her pow’r to blefs, 
And gives him riches in excefs ; 
With gold the taught him to fupply 
Each tifing with of duxury : 
Hodge grew at length polite and great, 
And liv’d like minifter of {tate ; 
He fwore with grace, got nobly drunk, 
And kept in pomp his twentieth punk, 
One morning as in cafy chair 
Hodge fat with ruminating air, 
Vice, like a lady fair and gay, 
Approach’d, and thus was heard to 
fay :--- 
{Behind her Virtue all the while 
Stood flily liftning with a fmiie) 
« Know, favour’d mortal, know that I 
The pleafures of thy life fupply : 
I rais’d thee from the clay built cell 
Where want, contempt, and flav’ ry dwell ; 
And as each joy on earth is fold, 
To purchafe a/l I gave thee gold: 
This made the charms of beauty thine, 
This blefs’d thee with the joys of wine ; 
This gave thee in the rich repaf 
Whate’er can pleafe the turor’d tafte. 
Confefs the bleffing I beftow, 
And pay the grateful thanks you owe: 
My name is Vice,’——=Cried Hodge (and 
fneer’d) 
* Long be your mighty name rever’d ! 
Forbid it, heav’n, thus bleft by you, 
That I fhou’d rob you of your due. 
To wealth twas you that made me keir, 
And gave, for which J thank you, care, 
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Wealth brought me wine, ‘tis paft a 
doubt, 

And wine, fee here’s a leg! the gout. 

To wealth 1 owe my French ragon, 

And that each morn and night | tpue: 

This deavty brought; and with the 
dame 

The pox, a bleft companion! came. 

And now, to fhew how much I prize 

The joys which from your bounty rife, 

Each coupled with fo dear a brother, 

Ij] give you one to take the other. 

Avaunt, depart from whence you came, 

And thank your ftars that I am lame.’ 


Enrag’d and griev’d, away the flew, 

And all her gifts from Hodge with- 
drew. 

Now, in his fad repentant hour, 

Celeftial Virtue try’d her pow’r : 

For qealth content the goddefs gave, 

The uncnavied treafure of the flave! 

From wild defires the fet him free, 

And fill’d his breaft with charity ; 

No more loud tumults riot breeds, 

And temperance g/uttony fucceeds, 

Hodge in his native cct at reft, 

Now Virtue found, and thus addrefs’d ; 

* Say, for *tis your’s by proof to know, 

Can Virtue give thee peace below ? 

Content my gift, and temp’rance mine, 

And charity, though meek, divine,’--- 

With blufhing cheeks and kindling 
eyes, 

The man, tranfported, thus replies : 

« My goddefs ! on this favour’d head 

The life of life thy bleffings thed ! 

My annual thoufands when I told, 

Infatiate ftill, I figh’d for gold: 

You gave content---a boundlefs ftore ! 

And, rich indeed! I figh’d no more. 

With temp rance came, delightful guett, 

Health, tafteful food, aud balmy reff ; 

With charity’s feraphic fame 

Each generous /ocia/ pleafure came ; 

Pleafures which in poffeffion rife, 

And retrofpective thought fupplies ! 

Long to atteft it may I live, 

That all Vice promifes you give.” 

Vice heard, and {wore that Hodge, for 

hire, . 

Had given his verdié like a liar - 

And Virtue, turning with difdain 

Vow’'d ne'er to {p-:ak to Vice again, 
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176 Serect Pieces of Poetry. 


Onthe CREATION, by a Yournu, 
EHOVAH'! endlefs fource of all! 


Thee our Creator we adore, 
And low before thy throne we fall, 
Confeffing thy tremendous pow’r. 


Though we can ftrike no heav’nly 
lyre 
To thee our grateful voice we'll raife ; 
All men, ail creatures, fhall confpire, 
With angels, Lord, to fing thy praife. 
{il 


God form’d the fea, and fcaly fry, 
And in a balance weigh’d the land ; 
The f{pangled curtains of the fky 
And clouds were fafhioned by his 
hand, 


IV, 
The fun, the regent of the light, 
Who in the eaft afcends his car ; 
The moon, pale emprefs of the night ! 
And ftars their maker’s pow’r de- 
clare, 


Vv. 
Lord, all from thee expeé their food, 
Thy hand has form’d, and ftill fuf- 
tains, 
The boar that haunts the fhady wood, 
The lion o’er the beafts who reigns. 


VI. 

God check’d the ocean’s fwelling pride, 
And earth from its inturfions freed : 
He plac’d a bound—* Here ftop,’ he 

cried, 
* Nor farther let thy waves proceed,’ 


The thunder echoes all around 
When God in triumph paffes by ; 
While angels fhout, and trumpets 
found, 
Proclaim his paffage thro’ the fky. 
VI. 
Leviathan, in bulk elate, 
Sways the vaft empire of the main ; 
Behold him cleave in wat’ry ftate 
The furges of the liquid plain. 
IX, 
God’s art is fhewn in rifing corn, 
In plants, in fhrubs, and ev'ry flow’r, 
The lofty trees the hills adorn, 
And all declare their maker’s pow’r, 


In five days fpace God form’d the fea, 
Earth, air, and beaft, and bird ; 
Man on the fixth arofe from clay, 
Spoke into being by a word, 
XI 


In Eden plac’d he liv’d alone, 
Till while he flumber’d, from his fide, 
Form’d of her hufband’s fiefh and bone, 
Sudden arofe a lovely bride. 


The new creation fa ng the praife 
Of God their parent and their king ; 
And we, though tn lefs tuneful lays, 
With gratetul hearts his praifes fing. 
T. A, jun, 


A THOUGHT from Marcus An- 


TONINUS. 


Hat ' fhall the caufelefs curfe of 
fools controul 
Thy wavering virtue, and debafe thy 
foul ! 
Reproach’d or cenfur'd as an ufelefs 


thing, 

Still pure and conftant flows the heal- 
ing f{pring, 

Still pours its bounty with a fwect ex- 
cefs, 

Th’ invidious tongue with cooling 
draughts to blefs ; 

Should thanklefs hands with clay pollute 
the tide, 

Will the ftain’d waters ftagnant ceafe to 
glide ? 

No, ftill they flow, by flowing ftill re- 


ne, 
Diffufe new bleffings, with new luftre 


fhine, 

Taught by the fpring, then bounteous be 
thy mind, 

By thanks unpaid, be generoufly kind, 

The ftreams of charity no taint can 
know 

Till ftopp’d, refining ever as they 
flow. 


An uncommon Method of chufing a 
Mayor, from the Latin of M. 
Huet, afterwards Bifhop of Av- 


ranches. 


E came to Harburg f late at 
night, 
And laughing heard an antient rite 
By which the burghers, every year, 
In full afferably chufe their mayor, 
The bearded fires, in order fit, 
Around a maple table fit, 
And on the board, in grim array, 
Their bufhy beards, fagacious, lay : 
Then in themidft, exaét, they place 
The filthieft of the infe& race ; 
And he, whofe favoury length of beard 
The gods ordain to be preferr’d, 
Excites their envy and applaufe, 
And guards that year their facred 
laws. 

t Atcwn in the circle of Lower Saxoay 

about fix miles from Hamburg, 
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